
  

           SECTION  4:   

  DATA-BASED DECISION MAKING 

A key component of an RtI framework is the use of data to inform educational decision-

making at the individual student, classroom, and school levels. Benchmark/screening 

assessments and progress monitoring data inform decisions relative to risk status, level 

and type of interventions needed to help individual students make progress.   

Within an RtI framework, two major decisions need to be made relative to student 

performance: 

1.  Which student’s may be at-risk for academic failure? 

 

2.  How well is the student responding to supplemental, tiered instruction/intervention? 

Determining Initial Risk Status 

To determine which students may be at-risk, the Bristol-Warren Regional School 

Department uses data obtained from benchmark/screening assessments as well as other 

sources.  See Section 3 for more information 

Determining Student Response to Intervention 

Another key decision made by the RtI Core Team is whether or not a student who is 

receiving supplemental instruction or intervention is making progress.  The Bristol- 

Warren School District makes use of progress monitoring data and other data sources to 

examine the student’s level of performance and rate of progress over time.  By graphing 

the student’s performance and examining the data path, the RtI Core Team can make an 

informed decision about a student’s response to intervention.  See Section 3 for more 

information. 

LD Determination 

Effective on and after July 1, 2012, a school district must have an RtI process in place as 

it may no longer solely use the severe discrepancy between achievement and intellectual 

ability to determine that a student in kindergarten through grade four has a learning 

disability in the area of reading.  In making a determination of eligibility for special 

education under the classification of LD, the CSE must determine that a student’s 

academic underachievement is not due to the lack of appropriate instruction in reading.    



Appendix F includes an SED approved form that is used for LD documentation 

purposes. 

 


